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(Newcomerstown, Sept 21, 2007)-The cool, crisp skies of fall are beckoning young and old to celebrate the season’s colorful finale with a trip to the many unique apple orchards of Ohio. With fresh crisp apples in season, Ohio Apples has launched a new website, www.ohioapples.com, featuring special “Find An Orchard” search engines that let you search by region, county, name, favorite activities, or even search for a specific apple variety you need for a particular recipe.  

“We wanted a website that will help individuals find the perfect orchards for their particular needs,” said Bill Dodd, President of Ohio Apples, as he announced that the new website is available.  “Whether you are looking for a specific variety of apple, an orchard in a particular area of the state, a fall festival, a place for a company picnic, or an orchard that offers wagon rides, activities, or food treats, you can find them all easily and quickly with www.ohioapples.com.”

“We know there has been some concern about the effect of the late cold spell this spring,” Dodd said, “But while some of our Ohio orchards did lose much of their apple crop, many growers in the state were not affected.  Overall, we still have a good size apple crop this year in Ohio."
If you want to find out why an apple a day does indeed help keep the doctor away, the website provides considerable information about the nutritional value of fresh apples and interesting apple facts.  You’ll also find information about “apple equivalents,” such as how many apples are needed for a 10” pie (4-5 large, 6-7 medium, or 8-9 small apples).  Other information includes helpful tips about proper storage and handling of apples to assure that those baskets of beautiful apples that you hand-picked will stay delicious and crispy for as long as possible.

“We have included number of great recipes on the website that we’ve collected over the years for breakfasts and brunches, special snacks, main courses, and, of course, for those memorable desserts like grandma used to make,” Dodd noted.  “A special section helps you choose the right apples for the dish you are preparing.  For example, a tart, firm Granny Smith is excellent for baking, but I might not recommend it for apple sauce or eating right off the tree.”
“We also have an extensive section of teacher resources that can be used by teachers, home schoolers, and parents to help children learn all about the orchards, how apples are grown, and how growers oversee the growth of healthy, productive trees and delicious fruit.  It is hard work, and many of Ohio’s orchards look forward to entertaining fall visitors as a celebration of their year’s work.”

“A lot of school children really look forward to a fall venture out to the orchard,” according to Dodd.  “It’s our objective to help teachers and parents make this not only a really fun outdoor getaway, but a very valuable learning experience as well.  Individuals will be able to search the website for orchards that offer educational tours, and to contact those orchards with links from this website.”

 “Combining that capability with the curriculums we have available in the teachers section, we hope we’ve made the educator’s life a little easier.  And, of course, all of our orchards keep a very special apple ready for the teacher!”

For more information, see the website at www.ohioapples.com, or call Ohio Apples at 1-800-466-5171.
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